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FIG. 25-1 Anatomic support of a continent woman. In a continent
woman with good anatomic support, increases in intra-abdominal pres-
sure that act on the bladder also act on the proximal portion of the ure-
thra (open arrows). This abdominal force acting upon the proximal por-
tion of the urethra meets the support provided by strong ligaments
(shaded arrow), resulting in compression of the urethra and continence.
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FIG. 25-2 Loss of anatomic support in an incontinent woman. In the
woman with poor anatomic support, increases in intra-abdominal pres-
sure meet no resistive force. The weakened anatomic support (shaded
arrow) allows the bladder neck and urethra to rotate down and poste-
riorly. The urethra is not compressed, and incontinence results.
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SAGITTAL SECTION

Folypropylene tape
positioned at midurethra
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