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Since the first issue published in January 1976, “The Voice”
has been running for over 30 years. It has been, in fact, the oldest
publication amongst all that has been published by public welfare
agencies. We are very grateful for our subscribers and readers for
their continuing support to the publication.

“The Voice” is circulated for free; the publication receives
no financial benefit in return. Furthermore, it receives neither
governmental subsidies nor financial sponsorship from any
institutions. The publication has been solely relying on donation
and financial support from our subscribers to whom we are really
thankful.

Running under tight budget and the constantly rising
inflation rate, we have managed to publish “The Voice”month after
month. This is probably not something that my predecessors had
anticipated.

Fora publication to survive its contents have to be informative
and the information published has to be justifiable. “The Voice”
aims to provide the elderly with new information to satisfy their
reading needs. In order to produce high quality articles, our writers
must first have respect to the elderly and an understanding about
the elderly. With these qualities, our volunteer writers continue
to produce enriched and lively contents for the publication. We
are very pleased that all our volunteer writers are themselves
professionals and brilliant in their own fields. Even though some
of them do not know me or have never met me, whenever | call
them to see if they would be able to submit an article for the
publication they are always ready and happy to help. | am very
much moved by their enthusiasm.

Since January 1997, apart from the hard copy printout of “The
Voice”, the same has been published also on the internet at www.
thevoice.org.hk. On this website, there are also the “Philanthropy
Monthly” (published since May 2002) and “The Voice Online”
(published since January 2007). These are all the hard work of a
group of volunteers whom | seldom had the chance to talk to.
They have been working behind the scene with the webpage
editing, designing and programming work of the website. The
creation of this website not only provides an information channel
for the elderly but facilitate in reporting our work done to those
supporters to the services provided under the Philanthropy
programs. We are truly obliged to our volunteers for their unfailing
assistance.

We wouldalso like totake thisopportunity to thankthereaders
of “The Voice”. Their continuing encouragement and suggestions
for improvement, sent to us via email, letter or in person, have
been most appreciated. These inputs let us understand the needs
and demands of our readers, in return keeping “The Voice” from
fading out by this fast evolving society.

It is the 365th issue of “The Voice” this month. It has been
recently discovered that there is the 3rd generation reader newly
developed. These 3rd generation readers have built up their
reading habit from their grandparents. Their love and support
towards “The Voice”have inspired us and we are deeply impressed.
As “The Voice” stepping into its 33rd year, we hope that it will
continue to run and provide enriched information on elderly
related topics.



R 2 R KR

We Need Your Donation
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Help the elderly to relieve
their electricity expenses in
order to avoid sickness and

save life!

Poverty, vulnerable, old aged and sickness are the most
painful elements in an elderly’s life

We all know that elderly who lives on welfare
assistance and suffers from long-term health problems such
as respiratory diseases requires an oxygen concentrator to
assist them to breath. Elderly that suffered from stroke also
need extra care such as ripple beds in order to prevent
them from bed sores. By using these equipments, elderly
have to bear extra electricity costs. Given that they have
no other financial means but to use their monthly welfare
assistance to cover the extra utility cost in order to ease
their discomfort, and to prevent their health situation from

worsening!

St. James Settlement runs an “Electricity Funds for the
Feeble Elderly Program”. Its aim is to subsidize the needy
to cover the partial electricity cost so that they do not
have to suffer financial burden when using these medical

equipments.

‘I have to make a major cut on my daily food expense
in order for me to make ends meet in order to cover an extra
$600 in electricity expenses! Furthermore, | also have to
bear the cost for my medical expenses in order to prevent
my health from further deterioration, so how am | suppose
to meet ends meet with such a limited amount of monthly
welfare allowance from the government?” says Cheung

Keung a emphysema and asthma sufferer.

Uncle Cheung is one of the 20 referrals that the social
workers referred to us for subsidizing their utility costs as
these additional expense had made a major toll on there
budget!

Soare you willing tolend a helping hand by donationin
order prevent these elderly’s health from further detoriating
their health? Please kindly forward a cheque/bank’s pay-in
slip to: St. James' Settlement, Room 105, 85 Stone Nullah
Lane, Wanchai, Hong Kong. Please ensure at the back of the
cheque that the donation is for: " Electricity Funds for the
Feeble Elderly Program’. Please call 2835-4321 or 8107-
8324 should you have further queries.
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