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40 Poor Elderly Awaits
Your Home Maintenance
Support

In a Sunday morning with the thermo at 10°C, a group
of 10 volunteer workers on SJS Elderly Home Maintenance
Program went out to a 40 years old stone structure at Shunyi
Hill, Cheungchau on home improvement. They completely
replaced and rewired the electrical wiring and circuit breaker
for old lady Chan who lives there alone.

Oldlady Chanisa 75 yearsold spinsterliving on CSSA. She
was a clerical worker in Cheungchau when she was young, an
introvert and has been living in Shunyi Village, at Shunyi Hill
top for 23 years. “When | first moved in, the electrical wiring
was already old and without leak circuit breakers. My income
was low and did not have enough money to replace them. |
have tolerated with in fear for over twenty years that accident
could happen any time,”sighed old lady Chan.

“The location is wide in the open, and often the
temperature here is several degrees below that at the bottom
of the hill on a windy day in winter. Years ago, | got someone
toinstall an old type water heater for shower without knowing
that there was insufficient power loading and almost caused
a disaster and since then | dared not use the water heater
again.

The volunteer workers completely rewired the electrical
wiring in her house, installed new switches for lighting and
sockets to ensure safe living and enough loading for a new
water heater given to her under SJS Electrical Appliance for
the Elderly Program. Old lady Chan said happily, “Finally, I can
enjoy a hot shower!”

As the toilet is outside the house, our volunteer workers
installed an extra waterproof fluorescence tube outside the
house so she does not have to go to the toilet in the dark at
night and she is extremely appreciative of the good work and
consideration of our volunteer workers.

After busily working one whole Sunday and with the job
done, old lady Chan waved goodbye standing in cold and
drizzle to our volunteer worker until they were gone.

The SJS Elderly Home Maintenance Services is currently
undertaking complete rewiring for some 40 plus homes of
totally independent living alone elderly in off-shore islands
and remote areas aimed to improve home safety with the
installation of extra lighting, handrails, appliances repairs and
fixing broken windows and doors etc. If you are a licensed
electrician or a qualified handyman and prepared to take
part in this voluntary project or is some one willing to help
subsidizing costs for such projects, please contact us directly
or call us on 2835-4321 or 8107-8324.
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Chan Chun, a volunteer electrician at work in old lady Chen’s home
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High Power Cost Hard Hit
Poor Family Urgent Help
Needed

15 years old Sing Chai had an unsuccessful operation
when he was 3 and that has left him breathing difficulty,
deterioration of sight, hearing, talking and mobility on the
left side of his body. He requires use of an oxygenator all
day long and a sleeping machine to safe guard him proper
sleep.

“My younger son was found to have a brain tumour
at 3, and had an unsuccessful operation for its removal in
1996 and that has left the entire family bitterly heart broken.
My husband passed away in 1999 and our family of three
had to depend on CSSA for our living since” Over the years
the single parent Mrs. Yung has been through countless
difficulties.

“The periodic power bill is around HK$900 and of
which HK$700 is spent on the use of medical equipment for
Sing Chai. He also has to be tube fed and CSSA provides no
allowance for the monthly HK$2,000 nutrient milk powder
feed, making life hardly bearable,” said Mrs. Yung while
holding recent months' power bills in her hand.

"Last month SJS subsidized us HK$582 on the power bill
and that helped releasing our financial burden some what,
said Mrs. Yung who is receiving monthly HK$9,000 plus from
CSSA. "After deducting HKS$1,000 medical expenses and
HK$2,000 nutrient milk powder for Sing Chai, paying HK$S
1,400 for rent, and HK$ 800 for water, power and gas rates,

just some HK$3,000 is left to cover the family for food, my

elder boy’s school fees, transportation costs etc”

For children having to live long time under poverty,
there is definite impact to their upbringing. At time of
economic prosperity, how many of our benevolent citizen is
aware of the hardship of these poor people. Our “Electricity
Funds for the Feeble Elderly Program”is focused on help
these unfortunate poor families plagued by the extra
power cost for running their life saving medical equipment.
With our meager resources, we are appealing to you to
donate what you can in helping them alleviating the
hardship. Hotlines for donation and inquiry: 2835-4321 and
8107-8324.
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Is Sing Chai aware of his mother’s worry?

Volunteer Printer(Zz#5ENMI)
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