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Our Members Can
Look @ood !

Home Haircut Services”is run by a group of enthusiastic
hairdressers of SJS, which renders complimentary hair
dressing services for the poor elderly, mentally retarded
people and the disabled with the hope that they can regain
their self-confidence by having a good appearance. A few
days ago, two hairdresser volunteers visited a Training Centre
for patients of spasm situated at Tung Chung and helped to
do the haircut for a group of people who are either mentally
retarded or suffer from spasm.

Mr.Chan,whoisthe officeroftheTraining Centre,indicated
that they had tried to take their members to some hair salons
to have haircut, however, they were often discriminated and
even refused admittance. They cannot but to hire in-house
hairdressing service, but rare hairdressers are willing to come
to their Centre. Having come to know SJS “Home Haircut
Services” which perfectly meets the need of their members,
Mr. Chan made an enquiry with our department.

The appointed day came, two hairdresser volunteers
from SJS appeared in the Training Centre. They coped with
the members very well and had the haircut done for every
one of them with great care. Some of our members were
scared by the sound of the electric hair scissors, the volunteers
immediately used other tools instead although it would take
them a longer time to finish the work. Our members were very
active and moved around even when they were having the
haircut done. The SJS volunteers, therefore, had to try hard to
attract their attention by telling some jokes and making some
funny gestures while doing the haircut quickly and, of course,
carefully. It took just one morning to finish the “mission of
beauty” for more than ten members who, at the end, looked
at themselves in the mirror with great satisfaction and smiled
happily and said, “Thank you very much. | am looking so good
now!”

Upon completion of the service, every one in the Centre
remark with great appreciation, “The hairdresser volunteers
are fantastic. They are professional and efficient. With the
help of St. James' Settlement, our members can have a good
appearance! It has been a problem for us as to how to arrange
haircut for our members which is a must as their hair keeps on
growing! They need to look neat and tidy, just as the other
people do. Many thanks to the enthusiastic SJS volunteers
who helped people in need and made them look great! What
a relief to us!”
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“Thanks to the volunteer for doing the haircut for me.”
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Help to make a difference,
Help to give poor elderly a
boost

‘| lost one of my legs, but I am not going to give up
volunteering” Several years ago old Granny Wong was
severely injured in an accident while she was hurrying to
the Elderly Centre to join a volunteer program. Being run
over on her left leg, she was left no choice but to have it
amputated. Thanks to a charity foundation, she was granted
an electric wheelchair. After several months’ rehabilitation,
she is going to resume her volunteering service.

Granny Wong was working in a factory in Kwun Tong
before she was forced to retire 5 years ago when the factory
she worked for moved to China. After that she had to live
solely on her savings and she started volunteering with
Now it is 6 months
after the accident, her health is impaired and much of her
savings has already been eaten away by the medical bills.
Facing the misfortune, Granny Wong shrugged off and
said, “No siblings and never married, of course | am to take
care of my own self, otherwise who else will?" Fortunately

an aim at first to regain a social life.

with the help of the social worker she successfully filed her
application for government assistance and she needs not
live in despair now.

“| like helping people and | want to feel like being part
of the group, that's why | go to the Elderly Centre everyday.
Through visiting those socially detached and isolated old
folks, I hope to encourage them to participate more actively
instead of staying away from others.” Her enthusiasm never
seems to fade, but she was not without worries. “With
limited government subsidy | can barely struggle to fulfill
basic needs of everyday life, an extra electricity charges
up to $350 per month to keep my wheelchair running is
beyond what | can afford.
have to join the league of those old folks and be bound to
stay at home”

If it's not resolved soon, | may

Despite the affluence in Hong Kong, Granny Wong's
case is not rare. Do you care? Do you want to see her

powering off her wheelchair and leading off a lonely life at
home thereafter? Donate and support the ‘Electricity Fund
for the Feeble Elderly’ Program under St. James' Settlement,
you can help them make positive changes. For donations,
please make the cheque payable ‘St. James’ Settlement’and
sent it to Room 105, 1/FL, 85 Stone Nullah Lane, Wanchai,
Hong Kong. On envelope please mark in specific'Donation
on Electricity Fund for Feeble Elderly Program’ Wish to learn
more, you can always give us a call at our hotline 2835-4321
/8107-8324.
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