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Electricity funds for the feeble
poor help sick boy defray high
cost of using oxygen machine

Hong Kong's cost of living index is rising steadily and inflation
is climbing non-stop. With experts predicting a 6% inflation rate for
this year, it is hard for the disadvantaged to cope. Young Sing Chai
is plagued by breathing difficulty and dysfunction of one side of his
body. For survival he relies on an oxygen machine to keep breathing,
and must use a CPAP machine even when sleeping. The use of
these appliances results in a hefty monthly electricity bill. For many
chronically ill recipients of CSSA like Sing Chai, the bill can only be
paid with money from their CSSA, which is barely enough to stave off
starvation. It leaves them with even less money for daily expenses,
and life becomes harder still. They are in urgent need of support
and help from concerned members of the community to lighten the
burden of the extra electricity cost and ease their difficulties.

Sing Chai is 15. An unsuccessful brain operation 12 years ago
left him with breathing difficulty and dysfunction of not only the left
side of his body but also his eyesight, hearing and ability to speak.
Now, just to stay alive, he must use an oxygen machine round the
clock, and a CPAP (continuous positive airway pressure) machine at
night.

“My son was found to have a brain tumor when he was three. In
1996 he underwent surgery to remove the tumor. But the operation
failed, and our entire family was stricken. In 1999 my husband died
of illness. Since then the three of us have been living on CSSA! Mrs.
Yung, who has been father as well mother for years, seemed to have
much to tell.

LIGHTENING FINANCIAL PRESSURE

Waving holding electricity bills from recent months, Mrs. Yung
said, "Each bill is about $900, of which $700 is consumed by Sing
Chai's electrical medical appliances. Lately prices have gone up on
everything. Sing Chai is fed powdered milk through a stomach tube.
The CSSA does not subsidize his powdered milk, which costs close
to $2,000 a month. Life is really hard” Mrs. Yung's family of three
gets just over $9,000 of CSSA each month. She said, "After paying
$1,000 for his medical expenses and $2,000 for the powdered milk,
not much is left. Rent is $1,400; water, electricity and gas come to
$800. The three of us are left with only $3,000 for food and for Sing
Chai's older brother’s schooling and transport expenses.” She added,
“For the last electricity bill we received a subsidy of $582 from SJS. It
is a relief to our financial burden.” Constantly living in poverty has a
definite effect on the growth of youngsters. When the economy is
booming, do you notice the hardships of the poor and ailing? SJS's
Electricity Funds for the Feeble Poor Project aims to render as much
help as possible. It relies on limited amounts of donations to lighten
the burden posed by extra electricity expenses on the chronically
ill, so as to prevent them and their families from falling into greater
hardship.

The project handles about 30 appeals for help each month.
Members of the public who wish to bring relief to the heavy burden,
pressure and worries of the ailing poor can telephone 2835-4321 or
8107-8324 for enquiry.
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We Need Your Donation
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I’'m so helpless

Imagine if you are a 83 years old no family memeber
and poor individual with respiratory illness, what could you
do when you need to pay high amount of electricity fee but
couldn't afford?

“The only thing I could do, is to save! said the 83 year-
oldWu Sung. “If not necessary, | would not turn on any lights
or use electricity at home” Wu Sung does not have any
family member in Hong Kong and has been getting CSSA
for over 15 years. Six years ago, he started experiencing
difficulties in breathing, which later has been confirmed as
respiratory illness and were required to use a machine to
assist breathing for nearly 5 years. Recently the problems
have gone worse and he has to wear the oxygen mask 24
hours a day to help him breath, and because of that, the
electricity fee has been increased tremendously. He could
not afford the extra expenses and worried that it may affect
his normal life.

“Wu Sung has asthma and high blood pressure, and
he always feels lack of air and weak, therefore an oxygen
machine is a must, which makes the electricity expenses
very high! said the social worker from Evangelical Lutheran
Church Social Service who referred him to our electricity fee
donation program.

"I have lots of monthly expenses which include a
minimum of $450 electricity, $900 for the rent, and $1,500
for meals. | tried to cut my expenses as much as possible,
however, renting an oxygen machine costs $400, having an
emergency alarm costs $100, not being able to walk will
also costs me $50 to rent a wheelchair, how am | suppose to
pay all these expenses with my $3,500 monthly allowance?”
Mr. Wu said.

"| feel so helpless!” When talked about his current
situations, Mr. Wu sounds sad and worried.

If you would like to help Mr. Wu, ease his burden from
the of electricity payment and enable him to resume to
normal life, you could make a donation by writing a cheque
payable to St. James’ Settlement, State Electricity Funds for
the Feeble Elderly Program at the back of the cheuque and
send it to No. 85 Stone Nullah Lane, Wanchai, Hong Kong.
Please also view our website, www.thevoice.org.hk, or call
28354321 /8107 8324 for details.
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Mr. WU Sung has always to wear the oxygen mask 24
hours a day.
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