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Happy to see
donations plunge

The May 12 Wenchuan earthquake in Sichuan hit more than ten
cities. Large numbers of buildings and facilities were damaged or
collapsed altogether, thousands of homes were destroyed. The ruins
and rubbles are painful to see. Of the 4.8 million people living in the
heavily hit area, 1.5 million children were affected, total death toll
reached over 80,000, more than 300,000 people were injured, and more
than 100,000 people are still missing. The quake victims are living in
great distress. To reach out to our compatriots in compassion and help

relieve their suffering is a most natural act.

After the quake | made many phone calls to regular donors of
our charity services, to suggest that they send their donations to
international rescue organizations instead, toward helping the quake-
| did not mean that our charity services no longer needed
donations. | just felt the grave situation in Sichuan urgently needed

hit area.

attention and assistance. The quake victims who have lost their homes
and family members are in even greater difficulty than the elderly
people we serve, and after-quake reconstruction will be a tremendous
undertaking.

Apparently many of our donors feel the same way and sent their
donations to Sichuan. For the donations we received from mid-May to
date represents a 50% decrease from the normal amount, and a further
plunge to 60% looks likely. Nature may be heartless, people have heart.
We are happy to see our donors' earnest concern for the earthquake
victims.

| am also happy report: In spite of the decrease in donations
received, our operation did not stop, our services to the elderly did not
stop, and acceptance of cases referred to us by social workers did not
stop. Nor did our waiting list grow longer. We were able to carry on
partly because we could draw on our reserves, and partly because we
received continued support from some donors who not only made
donations but also persuaded their friends to give the material. We are
very grateful to them for helping us through this difficult period.

In sum, though we have had to face more problems in our work,
we feel deeply gratified, because the care and concern of our donors
reached far out to the earthquake victims of Sichuan to ease their
hardship, which is far greater than that of our needy elderly people in
Hong Kong.
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Y [HE i Origin of New Cases
MR ENHE St. James’ Settlement 12
HE=ERNZE Social Welfare Department 23
JEB TS Non-government Organization 103
Hith Other 1
(BESEEN Total 139
HES =iy Cases Statistics
6 BInFEISR New cases in June 139
5 B isiAR e A HIE 2 Cases carrying-over from May 19
6 BInHERBER Total cases to be handled in June 158
6 B{35e4EZ iR Cases settled in June 130
BE7RIRZEZR Cases carrying-over to July 28
B3 EgL s Record of electrical appliances handled out
EBRE Electric fan 25
B|ERIE Rice cooker 18
=1 Y A=t Radio/Recorder 5
B Television set 41
EHE Refrigerator 29
EBIKE /BIKE Electric water boiler/pot 13
KR Water heater 22
TEAcHE Washing machine 14
8 Telephone
TS Induction cooker
Hfth* Other* 5
#E Total 184
e A ES Status of cases settled
e HES CSSA cases 114
FERIRER Non-CSSA cases 16
SeatZ (B3 Cases settled 130

* HithEIEEEEN—ER - E—ET - #imEH=10

* QOthers included one Man Shaver, one Hair Dryer, three Range Hoods




eI B PR3 )

We Need Your Donation
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Electromagnetic Stoves
Help Frail Elderly Cooking

With mounting global inflation, prices of everything
from home appliances to basic daily necessities such as
rice, cooking oil goes up without exception. Facing such
a situation, the middle bracket income group is already
complaining bitterly. What do you think its impact would be
on those CSSA dependent elderly already living below the

poverty line?

Open flame cooking is hardly favourable for elderly
havingdifficultiesinmovementorsignsofagingand dementia.
As one gets old, his hearing deteriorates and movement slows
down, risks of fire hazard will increase just in case they forget
turning the fire off when cooking is done, such consequences
could be catastrophic. Just last year, there were more than 20
incidents of this type in elderly homes.

With advance in to-day’s technology, cooking with
electromagnetic stoves thus ridding open flame has gained
popularity. This definitely benefits many of the handicapped
and frail elderly. Besides easy operation and lower fuel cost,
more importantly electromagnetic stoves raise elderly home
safety by reducing fire incidents.

The SJS“EAE" Program is experiencing a rise in requests

for electromagnetic stoves through institutional social
workers' referral. There are now 20 elderly in our waiting list.
Due to fund shortage some will have to wait over two months
before getting them. Cost of one stove is HKS 350. Are you
willing to contribute to this good deed? Bear in mind that

bringing improved home safety and living conditions
to the elderly is a kind act reaping you joy.
Contribution hotline: 2835 4321 or

8107 8324.
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Sharing the
Beneficiary's Happiness

“Suffering from serious illness and can't go out. ...it's very
boring to stay home all day,” said 65-year old Ms Wong, who

lives alone.

Ms Wong used to live with her husband. However, her
husband has become weaker and weaker in recent years, and
has to rely on Ms Wong to take care of him. But as Ms Wong has
also became suffering from kidney diseases, and has to undergo
dialysis at home four times a day, which is a painful process, she
can no longer take care of him. I also need someone to take
care of me, so how can | take care of others?” As they have
no children to help them, she has no other choice but to let
her husband live in an elderly home so he could receive the

necessary care.

Since her husband has been admitted to the elderly home,
Ms Wong's life has become very lonely. She sel[dom goes out
because of her illness, and feels ever so lonely whenever she
thinks of her husband. “My right eye can't see clearly and easily
becomes tired even after watching TV for a while. And even
my radio, the only companion | had, is broken beyond repair.
Living on social security assistance, and not knowing when |
might need more money for medical expenses, | can't afford
a new radio. Without the Chinese opera music, it's really very

|

boring

"Yes! Yes! This is the radio channell Ha ha!" SJS gives Ms
Wong a donated radio, and the volunteer helps her to set to the
channel with Chinese opera. Ms Wong becomes very delighted,
and her misery is instantly gone.

“Thank you very much. [ won't be lonely any more!” From
her laugher, it seems that Ms Wong wants others to share her
happiness, too.

HEWIEREENINSY  EREFIEEEN -
Receiving the donated radio, Ms Wong instantly becomes very
delighted.
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Fh1E = RIE Origin of New Cases

DS EHT St. James’ Settlement

HEEME Social Welfare Department

FEBLATIAE Non-government Organization 99

Hh B fF3RPY Other government Department 6

(BESEY Total 120

E=S B4t Cases Statistics

6 BinFEZR New cases in June 120

5 B {7 18i 7k 52 A HI{E == Cases carrying-over from May 13

6 BIpHERIEB[ESRE Total cases to be handled in June 133

6 A{n5eiaZ iR Cases settled in June 121

F 7B ER Cases carrying-over to July 12

A PIC]SESE Record of home maintenance services

#E (unEkF/FEMZR/EEER) Other fitting (eg. handle bar / towel rack / 165
lighting system etc.)

EHHERRHE Electricity systems 62

KRIEE R HIZ /=5 Electrical appliances 99

IRTHE Wood-work 54

REIK R MRS Piping & drainage systems 57

HER(E (Wit & EH New house decorations (eg. install plastic floor 6

hiEEZE) tile & other fittings.)

Lk (BRREERM) Flash-bell fitting 6

BEEHEKE Check electricity system safety 51

EBRLZEFEHEMRERE Home safety guide on electricity and electrical 47
appliance use

MAPITIE (WNHEKER Country-side works (eg. water and electricity 1

&~ EERIENE) works/ living environment improvement etc.)

Y Total 548

REZEZRBR Status of cases settled

o7 A [HES CSSA cases 109

IELRIRE SR Non-CSSA cases 12

EefaZ S Cases settled 121

MM ETIARZ=EEEE)  Partly supported by Shang Sin Chun Tong
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Client’s Remark
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A warmest wishes
from Hong Kong
people

In a hot Sunday, a group of volunteers of home maintenance
service was doing a renovation for new home of an elder, executing
the spirit of Hongkonger.

Old Uncle Yip is more than 60 years old with symptoms of
Z NBIRIE, always forget to bring along personal things and he
is also a quozzie who suffered from paralysis two years ago. His
wife, a holder of return permit from Mainland opened the door for
volunteers to do the renovation and she appreciated the efforts
that delivered by them.

In the past, a family of three was living in a small apartment
without toilet at less than 80 sq.ft was refitted from garage. When
going to toilet, Uncle Yip has to be supported with the hand of his
wife.

It's really excited when they noticed they were allocated
with a public housing but worry was soon coming up when they
realized that they didn't have extra money to renovate their new
apartment, for example, a handrail is needed in the toilet; sufficient
lighting for his son to study; curtain is necessary to protect own
privacy as outside is cross-over bridge for residents; a rack for
hanging towels, etc.

The above seems minor and easy but for poor family, it would
be tremendous.

Through the introduction of Social Welfare Department,
we have arranged several volunteers to conduct basic home
renovation for their home.

Mrs. Yip would like to conduct by herself but she has limited
knowledge on renovation. ‘I really don't want to bother other
people’, said by Mrs. Yip while helping other volunteers.

“This home apart from providing us shelter for living safely, it
also records the warmest wishes from Hong Kong people!said by
Mrs. Yip in great appreciation.

EARKIEEEE T —ieiB it
Together with other volunteers Mrs. Yip is happy to give help.
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by Lee Ching Man (registered social worker)

Help out of the
welfare subsidy

I have been working for regional family servicing centres for years.
One of the regions | worked for was Shamshuipo where many of the elderly
residents live on their own. The elderly there are rather poor though they
receive CCSA from the government. They barely manage to make their ends
meet.

There is little support network to those elderly who live alone. They
either rent a tiny room or just a bunkbed; their living conditions are far
from ideal. Once they know that they have been assigned a unit in a public
housing estate, they are naturally overjoyed with the good news. Since it
costs a lot of money for those’ lucky’ people to move into their new homes,
they are worried by the pressing need for extra money. The elderly who have
been renting a bunkbed have no basic electrical appliances to take with
them when they move. Fortunately, | learn of the St. James' EAE Program
from my co-workers. With the help of the EAE Program, | refer the elderly
in need to St. James'and those people have got tremendous help from the
Program.

Ms Choi, over 80, is hard-working and thrifty. She worked hard to
bring up several children but she has no one to depend on now that she
is old. She used to live with her youngest son who paid on support to her
living and was forced to make her living by collecting and selling carton
boxes. She successfully applied for the CCSA about a year earlier. After her
youngest son’s marriage she fell a bad relationship with her daughter-in-law
who always hinted to Ms Choi to move out. Recently, Ms Choi succeeded
in applying for a public housing unit. Neither the son nor his wife offered
any help when Ms Choi was moving. She had to handle rental matters and
utility deposits on her own. In addition, the couple contributed no financial
assistance whatsoever. For security and ventilation reasons, Ms Choi had to
pay $1,600 to get someone to install an iron gate outside the main wooden
entrance. Though she had removal subsidy, she spent it all on purchasing
a bed and a wardrobe. She had to ask her son’s family for help. Her son
agreed to lend her the money; but Ms Choi has to pay it back by monthly
instalments at $ 200 each time.

At this point, St. James'EAE Program stepped in to help. One volunteer
came to install an electric water heater. Ms Choi is able to bathe in winter
without catching a cold easily. The Program officer and several volunteers
visited Ms Choi to give her basic electrical appliances such as a rice cooker,
a kettle and an electric fan. All the above items and the visits from St. James’
brought Ms Choi warmth and care. She is able to start a new life.

This EAE Program does not receive any welfare support from the SAR
government. Its existence has helped many poor, lonesome elderly to
improve the quality of their lives. Those people can certainly feel love and
care from our society. | wish to thank St.James’ Settlement for their good
works. | also hope that kind and generous donors will continue to give St.
James'their support to enable this meaningful charity work to keep on. lam
sure many needy elderly will get help they badly need.
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|/ My company would like to contribute ( [J one-off / [ monthly ) $ to support
(] Electricity Funds for the Feeble Elderly Program [ Electrical Appliances for the Elderly Program
[J Pharmceutical Care Service for Patients Project  [J Elderly Home Maintenance Services  [J Home Haircut Services

[1"The Voice” Monthly Elderly Magazine [ Repair Services of Rehabilitation Equipment
[ Funeral Navigation Services [J Health Promotion Activities [ Legal Consultation for the Elderly
Donor / Co’s Name : Mailing No. :
Address : Phone No.:
Method :
[ Crossed cheque ( Beneficiary “St. James' Settlement”)
Bank: Cheque No.:
(1 By Credit Card ([ VISA [0 MASTER)
Card No: Expiry Date : (MM/YY)
Card Holder’s Name : Signature :

[ Bank deposit (Please deposit donations to: St. James'Settlement’s HSBC A/C No. : 002-5-224247 or
Hang Seng Bank A/C No.: 388-558645-001 or Bank of East Asia A/C No.: 514-10-30561-7)
*Please check off your method of payment.

*Please kindly indicate the name of the Program / Service that you donate at the back of the cheque or bank receipt slip.
Please ensure that the bank receipt slip is returned along with your name and address to us via mail or fax to us at 2834-7300.
A tax return receipt will be issued for your donation and tax deduction use. Thank You for your support.
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BIBA EABSTE Contact Person : Mr. Chan Ping-lun
&/ 55  :2835-4321/8107-8324 Telephone No. @ 2835-4321 /8107-8324
& B : plchan@sjs.org.hk E-mail . plchan@sjs.org.hk
i@ it www.thevoice.orghk Website . www.thevoice.org.hk
i BBBSEKERSR1IE105R Address : Rm 105, 1/F, 85 Stone Nullah Lane, Wanchai, Hong Kong
EBHRET  BEEE Volunteer Design: Mr. Edmond Wong
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Money is all-powerful. By using it properly we build our own happiness.




