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Two housing estates to be
redeveloped

Moving into new home
brings misery

450 Elderlies can't afford water heater

Many old public housing estates were demolished and redeveloped
to provide the residents with a better living environment. About to meet
the same fate are So Uk Estate and Ngau Tau Kok Lower Estate. As a
result, poor and dispossessed elderly residents living there have to move
into new homes shortly, and apart from removal expenses, each has to
buy a water heater costing about $1,800 each, which is not at all easy
for them. The St. James' Settlement (SJS) has received applications for
financial assistance to buy new water heaters from 450 affected elderly
residents living in the two estates. In addition to paying deposits for
utility supplies, fees for some basic renovation and removal expenses,
they have to spend at least $1,800 each for a high-pressure water heater

(wholesale price plus installation fee).
Can't afford the $2,000 expenses

A weak, sickly elderly man said: “Now that everything is so
expensive, the social security assistance is simply not enough. How can
| afford $2,000 to buy a water heater? | dare not even dream about it!"
Another elderly lady, also having to move soon, said with a long face:
“If you move from one place to another, it'll certainly cost you a sum of
money. Everything has a cost. The move will use up all my savings — |
have no money to spare for a water heater” Mr. Tam, who lived in Shek Kip
Mei Estate, had the same problem last year. After he was allocated and
moved into a new unit at the beginning of the year, various unexpected
problems arose, such as lacking electrical appliances in the new home,
and having no one to render support in Hong Kong. But troubling him
most is the lack of a water heater for taking a bath. “You know, in such a
hot weather, the body stinks if you don't take a bath for even a day. But |
don't have money to buy an electric water heater. Taking a cold bath will
give me a cold. So | make hot water using a kettle for the time being”” Mr.
Tam also said: “Once, | was eager to take a bath and rushed carrying the
kettle, and | tripped and broke my arm.” In view of Mr. Tam'’s situation, the
social worker helped him apply for a water heater from SJS. After vetting
the application, SJS arranged for the supplier to install the heater in Mr.
Tam's home. SJS would like to appeal to members of the community
to render their support to help hundreds of elderly people buy water
heaters. Donors can make donations by cheque payable to St. James’
Settlement. Please mark “Buying electrical water heater” on the back of
the cheque, and mail together with donor’s name and address to Room
105, 1/F, 85 Stone Nuller Street, Wanchai, Hong Kong. Enquiry hotline:
28354321 or 8107 8324.
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We Need Your Donation
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3 ﬁﬂ % Economic upturn has nothing for me

Help to ease electricity bill is the
poor's will

“It's a good thing that Hong Kong's economy has
improved, because that helps to solve unemployment
problems,’said Mr. Cheung, who looks skinny and pale. “But
that has done me no good. On the contrary, it has made my
life even harder”

“Why? Because of good economy brings inflation!” Mr.
Cheung said morosely. “Prices of supplementary food items
in supermarkets have already gone up 30%. Life is harder
than in the SARS period” Because of health problems, 72-
year old Mr. Cheung has retired more than 10 years ago. As
he has no relative or friend in Hong Kong to take care of
him, he relies on social security assistance for living.

"Although the government supports my living, the
monthly rent, oxygen machine rental, medical consultation
fees, and taxi fares when | travel to see the doctors, already
use up much of my monthly allowance,” said Mr. Cheung,
rather short of breath. “Now that everything's price has
gone up, money has become less worthy — you have to pay
more for everything. I now have less than $2,000 left. I don't
know really what to do”

"Apart from food, | have to pay several hundred dollars
a month for electricity” Mr. Cheung showed the electricity
bill. “Why so expensive? That's because | need to use the
oxygen machine most of the day. Breathing will be very
difficult if | don't use it, and | can hardly bare the suffering!”
Mr.Cheungis suffering from serious pulmonary emphysema,
and has to rely on the oxygen machine to breathe.

In order to pay for the expensive electricity charges,
Mr. Cheung has cut down his other daily expenses, even his
meal expenses. The medical social worker has thus referred
Mr. Cheung’s case to the St James' Settlement’s “Electricity
Funds for the Feeble Elderly Program!” “Now, electricity
charges have also increased, and although by only a few
ten dollars, it's adding to my already heavy burden. | really
hope some people could give me a helping hand, to ease

my hardship.”

The worker responsible for this program said that the
Settlement now has over 10 cases of poor, chronic disease
patients, similar to Mr. Cheung’s case, who are urgently in
need of sponsorship of electricity charges. We thus appeal
for donations to this Program. Donations can be made
by crossed cheques payable to “St. James' Settlement’,
specified to be for the “Electricity Funds for the Feeble
Elderly Program’, and mail to Room 105, 85 Stone Nullah
Lane , Wanchai, Hong Kong. Donation Enquiry : 2835-4321
or 8107-8324.
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