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‘The PhilanthropyMonthly,

Q: | know that your Electrical Appliances for the Elderly
program collects less-than-5-year-old electrical appliances in
good condition to send to needy elderly people. Why aren’t you
collecting furniture for the same purpose? Won't it also have the
dual benefit of making life better for the elderly and protecting

the environment?
WHY NOT COLLECT FURNITURE?

A: Thanks for your appreciation of our EAE program. As
you said, our collecting suitable electrical appliances to send to
the needy elderly not only improves their life quality and makes
them feel that people care for them, but also serves to protect
the environment. Here let me first explain how the EAE program
is operated. We need volunteers and vehicles to pick up the
donated appliances from the donors. Then we must find a place
to store the appliances before our maintenance volunteers can
examine and clean them, to make sure they are safe. After that,
we need volunteers and transport again to deliver the appliances
to the elderly recipients. At present we don't even have enough
storage space for the electrical appliances, and are also short of
hands. Straining to carry out the EAE program is all we are capable
of doing. We share you view that some of the disadvantaged

members of our community are in need of donated furniture, but

our limited capability does not allow us to introduce a furniture

program at present. We hope you understand our difficulty.

We earnestly hope to serve more needy elderly people
with our EAE program, and would like to extend our donation
service to include furniture also. To achieve these objectives,
let us appeal for greater generosity from kind donors, and call
on concerned members of the community to join the ranks of
our volunteer work, or make vehicles available to us, to facilitate
our EAE program. We particularly hope that our kind donors
can make storage space available for us to temporarily store the
donated articles. Given enough storage space, we will be able to

accept donated furniture.

If you have other questions, please contact us by phone, at
2835-4321 or 8107-8324.

Volunteer Printer(ZEF5EQMI) : Genworth Financial Asia Ltd.
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Sound sleep.
Worry free

It is a universal truth that all human beings are mortal. People
who live alone often wonder who will take care of their funeral matters
after they die. The same problem also occurs to an elderly couple. If
one of them dies first, the surviving spouse may be too old and weak
to take care of the funeral matters of the deceased. When the surviving
spouse is about to die, the same problem arises.

The Funeral Navigation Service of St. James' will ensure that the
whole funeral procedure will be arranged according to the wishes
and instructions of the elderly provided that they authorize St. James’
while they live. Mr. Lai Shui (83 years old) and Ms. Poon Siu Lan(72
years old) have been married for 40 years. They have no children and
the majority of their relatives are dead. Those who are alive, live mostly
in mainland China. Mr. Lai has a younger sister in Hong Kong. She is
over 70 and has poor health. They have not heard from each other for
years. Mr. Lai and Ms. Poon often say they have no one to fall back on,

and they have only each other.

Mr. Lai was a renovation worker and did not earn much. When
he retired some time after 60, he spent all his savings due to his poor
health. They live on the government’s CSSA. When they grow older
and older, their friends and relatives pass away one after the other.
Since Mr. Lai suffers from certain chronic illnesses, he often travels to
the hospital for medical consultations. They feel death can come at
any moment. They worry that they are unable to look after themselves
in case one of them falls ill. They also worry that no one will take care of
the funeral matters of the surviving spouse. None of their local relatives
is in a position to render assistance, including Mr. Lai's younger sister.
Mr. Lai remarked sadly,” If anything happens, we don't know who will
be around to help!”

“We have no money, we don't know any one here neither do
we know anything about these matters after death. | am an illiterate.
If my husband dies first, | don't know what to do.” Ms. Poon Siu Lan
remarked in a troubled tone.” We have decided that if one of us dies,
the surviving one will commit suicide immediately following” Mr. Lai
continued in a similar manner. They both added.

“We often discuss the matter and have come to the conclusion
that no one will come to our assistance absolutely. Sometimes we stay
wide awake till 3a.m. because we are so worried”

“Luckily, we learned of the Funeral Navigation Service when Mr.
Gary Shum from St. James'gave a talk in the elderly centre. We joined
the activities related to the actual arrangements of the Service. We
have signed an authorization in the presence of a lawyer. No matter
who dies first, St. James' will take care of all our funeral matters. Now
we can sleep soundly because we are free of all worries”
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"We sleep well since we have signed an authorization with St. James’
regarding our Funeral Navigation Service”.




