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EAE helps to improve
elderly living

The Hong Kong-wide EAE Program initiated in 2002, run with
just one staff is without government subsidy and relies solely on
contributions from enthusiastic ardent supporters. Mr. Chan Ping
Lun, Manager (Corporate Venture), St. James' Settlement explains,
“The service objective is aimed at upgrading living conditions
of 60 years old and above, helpless, poverty stricken elderly
living alone or with just their spouse. Since we accountable to
the public, each case must be treated with the greatest care
and only requests with referral by other welfare institutions will
be entertained as the latter are in a better position to judge the
need of these elderly in their respective districts and capable of
providing prior assessment and subsequent follow-up!”

He further elaborated, “The plan has encountered numerous
difficulties.
supporter to provide storage area for electrical appliances. The

We lack space and are currently looking for

redevelopment of Ngau Tou Kwok and So Uk Estates this year has
resulted in forced relocation of some 450 elderly who are asking
for supply and installation of new water heaters. At the lowest
cost estimate of HKS 1725 per heater, the sum is still astronomical.
From the safty angle electrical items such as water heaters need
to be new. With only limited resources and the intention of not
putting everything into just one basket, when an elderly asks for a
large piece of appliance not carried in our stock, we may have to
get their agreement paying half of the cost. This is one way more
people can benefit from the program. The driving force of social
and volunteer workers is seeing elderly living conditions getting
improved. The 61 years old Wong Hon Shing, once a street
sleeper, was referred to SJS by The Social Welfare Department
said, ‘I can summarize the service of SJS in four words - nothing
left to chance. They helped me with application and moving into
public housing in Chai Wan. The init has just four barren walls,
nothing else and | even have to sneak into the sports facility for
taking a shower. When they saw my situation, they helped me
getting a water heater, an electric kettle, an electric fan. I can now
take a shower at home and really feel that | have a home. That
has increased my self esteem and confidence in looking for a job
and | am feeling much happier”” He is now making his own living
without having to rely on CSSA. If a small contribution can make
such tremendous change to an elderly, why don't we go after it?
(Abridged version)
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‘The Philanthropy Monthly,

"It is said that the authority is giving power allowance
to take away some pressure on our power expenses, but
we still are required to subsidize it from our CSSA money,
said a 58 years old Mr. Chan, paralyzed from waist down is
applying for our 'Power Subsidy — Ailing & Handicapped”.

He used to be a driver and the sole family financial
pillar. Seven years ago he had an accident and lost the
function of his lower limbs, now resorting to his wheelchair
for movement. Lately he had developed heart problem
and has used up his entire insurance compensation on
treatment and rehabilitation. His family of five has just
been granted CSSA. “In our family with an elderly who pays
frequent doctor visits and primary school children requiring
some HKS 3,500 for books etc. for the upcoming school
term and inflation kicking up daily expenditure we have real
tough time making ends meet?”said Mr. Chan.

"We are hoping to get HKS 100 subsidy for the
wheelchair power to enable him going out without having
me to push him around which is hardly my strength,” said
the very thin Mrs. Chan who looks after the entire family
single-handedly.

Our 'Power Subsidy - Ailing & Handicapped' program
aimstosubsidize extra power neededforthose using medical
and rehabilitation equipment in their daily activities. Actual
monthly case subsidy is based on estimate of equipment
use hours and power rating times unit power cost less the
government power allowance. There are currently 12 cases
of various hardship for financial assistance on our wait list.
We are now appealing to your contribution to this good
cause. Please send your donation by cheque to beneficiary
St. James' Settlement Room 105, 85 Stone Nullah Lane,
Wanchai, Hong Kong, clearly marking on its back FOR'Power
Subsidy - Ailing & Handicapped’ Donation and inquiry
hotlines: 2835-4321 or 8107-8324.
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