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Client’s Remark
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Hot water to bathe
at last!

Ms Tang married at a young age. Her husband came to Hong
Kong to earn a living and Ms Tang stayed in the mainland. She
lived on the money her husband sent her. They had no children.
Ms Tang's application to come to Hong Kong succeeded 10
years ago. Finally she could live in Hong Kong to take care of her
husband who had trouble walking due to a fall earlier.

"Both of us are old!” sighed Ms Tang repeatedly. ” I'm not
capable of looking after him. Each time | have to lift him up, | use
all my strength. | have to help him using the toilet. If he dirties
himself, | have to wash everything!

Ms Tang, who came to Hong Kong with a reunion in mind,
had to send her husband to a home for the elderly since she was
not capable of looking after him herself.” I'm already 85.1 can only
see with my right eye; how can | take care of my husband who is
well over 907" said Ms Tang, pulling a long face.

As Ms Tang is getting older with one eye seeing, life for her
is not easy anymore. Whenever Ms Tang talked to people about
boiling water for a bath, she often remarked helplessly;'| just have
to take my time. Last winter was freezing. When | boiled water to
bathe myself, I wouldn't have it boil for too long. | was afraid that
| might scald myself on my way to the bathroom. | had to bathe
quickly so as not to catch a cold.” Looking back on the days with
no water heater, Ms Tang still got that worrying look on her face!
My kitchen is in the balcony. The wind blows the fire east and
west. | often worried that | might forget to switch off the stove. |
was alone and wouldn't dare to think of the terrible consequences

if I did”

As Soon as St. James' received Ms Tang's referral application,
EAE gave her an electric water heater out of the donated fund
after St. James'looked into the urgency of her need.

“Now | have hot water to bathe with. All | need to do is to
turn on the tap. It's safe and handy," smiled Ms Tang, picking up
the hose of the water heater.

SPEELIEENZERKIBIITERE
Ms. Tang is happy to have a water-heater for bathing.




%Hﬁ% iﬁﬁ@ St. James’ Settlement

R 25 R )

We Need Your Donation
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“Medication Subsidy” Program

Donation Appeal

The “Medication Subsidy” program launched recently by SJS
is a scheme to help those suffering from chronic illnesses for the
purchase of prescription medication for treatment. The objective
is to alleviate financial hardship and take away worries of the
patients and their immediate family members clouded under an
atmosphere of sadness and a chance to gasp for breath.

This scheme is to help CSSA recipients. Cases must be first
verified by the district social workers before being referred to and
checked by SJS staff of their actual monthly family medication bill,
doctors’ signed copy of the diagnoses, purchases being identical
to doctor’s prescription, and not being on the list of medication
supplied by the hospital and the necessary treatment course. If
in doubt, the SJS staff will consult the volunteer doctor of the
program for comment, before making the on-time proper help
decision is given and in accordance with instructions from the
donors.

“My waist and legs have received over ten operations and
the result is still far from desired. That worries me a lot and when
fear strikes my mind suddenly becomes blank and movement of
my whole freezes!” Said Siu Mun (Alias) who is studying Form 7 in
her electric wheelchair, "However the orthopaedics government
doctor in charge of my treatment refused referring me for further
treatment by government psychiatrist because he considered my
case was just an emotional issue’

Siu Mun living under frequent fear finally approached a
psychiatrist in Central District who after consultation diagnosed
her suffering from anxiety and fear requiring her to take several
types of medication. "My entire family is living on CSSA and the
doctor seeing my financial difficulty did not charge me for the
consultation but I still need paying for my medicine. Each doctor’s
visit still costs me HKS 500-600 with return taxi fare and medication
and how can my family afford?” Siu Mun lives with her 60 plus years
old father and 50 plus years old mother and since CSSA provides
no power subsidy for use of her electric wheelchair, that rendered
her undue worries and her condition got worse.

After verification by SJS staff and in view of Siu Mun situation
and need, the decision was to provide a six months of subsidy
on medication and travel expenses (three times for every two
months) through the “Medication Subsidy” program. “After taking
the medication prescribed by psychiatric doctor | have less fear
and my suicidal tendency goes away." Her condition is getting
better after receiving our initial financial subsidy.

llInesses make one sigh and poverty makes one helpless. Will
you be willing to help these underprivileged and donate to our
“Medication Subsidy” program? Donation hotline: 2835-4321 or
8107-8324.
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