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St. James’ Settlement
collects recycled X’'mas
presents for elderly

Exchanging gifts has become a must-do activity during
X'mas. But, under the financial tsunami have the destitute elderly
the chance of sharing the joy of the festive season? Some charity
organizations bring recycled gifts to the forgotten needy. In so
doing, they support environmental protection and bring warmth

to the recipients.

Starting from 2002, St. James'Settlement has been operating
the EAE Program. The targeted clients are those lone elderly aged
60 or over and receiving CSSA. The officer-in-charge, Mr. Chan
Ping-lun, announced that St. James'has collected 300 to 400 gifts
to give to the elderly who live at the city border or more remote

areas.

"Since the weather is cold, things that come to our collection
are mainly items to keep warm such as : scarves, silk-cotton coats
and woollen hats. There are 40 to 50 heaters and over 10 water-
heaters. The EAE Program does not receive any governmental
financing. It solely relies on gifts from donors or cash donations to

buy electrical appliances in need.

A 70-year-old lady knitted 100 scarves
for the elderly

Mr. Chan Ping-lun disclosed volunteers in the EAE Program
include one elderly lady, over 70-year-old, who knitted 100 scarves
for the elderly who live at the border of our city. Mr. Chan thought
that was very touching. He mentioned that cash donations for
the past months had dropped by 50% compared to the same
period in 2007. He hopes that people who care for the elderly can
contact St. James' Settlement for further information by dialling
8107-8324. (The remainder of the article was deleted.)
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Winter warmth

The EAE Program of St. James'Settlement has been operating
for nearly 10 years. The Program can run smoothly due to two
important facets - generous donations from benevolent people
and assistance from devoted volunteers.

Mr.Law Wing Hang, who joined the EAE Program voluntary
services in 2003, helps with delivering electrical appliances and
visiting. “Instead of staying home after work and on holiday, |
choose to do something more meaningful. On one hand, | can
help people, on the other hand the next generation can learn the
poor side of Hong Kong. They will learn to appreciate things and
not take for everything granted. “At the onset of winter season, the
weather was chilly. Mr. Law, realizing how difficult it would be for
the destitute, helpless elderly, encouraged friends around him to
co-organize with St. James'a‘Bring warmth Campaign'.

The Campaign was first drafted up last November. After
several discussions and modifications, the Campaign was put
into practice on 14 December, 2008. On that cold day, around 30
volunteers were divided into five groups. They delivered warm
clothing to needy elderly in Lam Tin, Pak Tin, Sai Kung, Sheung
Shuiand Hong Kong Island. Although the elderly knew beforehand
they would be visited by volunteers, they were thrilled at what the
volunteers had brought them.

‘I have lived in Lam Tin for more than 10 years. Nobody ever
took the initative to concern about my health. These volunteers
were willing to listen to my need and they brought me a heater.
They even taught me how to use it. They are wonderful people”
Mr. Chan, who lives on a CSSA of slightly over $2,000.00 a month,
made the above remarks.

“I'm so happy today. Santa Claus really exists. They are
like angels who have brought me heart-warming concern. I'm
very satisfied this winter. “Ms Cheung, who lives by herself, said
smilingly.

This winter, our ‘Bring warmth Campaign '’ continued. At the
end of first campaign day, over 50 elderly have benefitted from it.
Continuing onto the month of January 2009 through co-operation
with regional welfare organizations, over 400 helpless needy, the
sick and the handicapped received heart-warming concern from
thebenevolentdonorsand volunteers.They received downjackets,

scarves, silk-cotton blankets, coats, heaters, electric rice cookers,
thermos flasks and electric heaters. The ‘Bring warmth Campaign’
benefits the helpless poor as a result of generous donations
as well as voluntary delivery.. In fact, there are many people
who need help. We hope that people will continue to donate.
Together we help improve the lives of the underprivileged and
enable them to live through the Year of the Ox in safety and
comfort. For donations, kindly dial 2835-4321 or 8107-8324.
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“ Smile! Take a group photo before we send Warmth.”




